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WHAT IS C -LATMKD TS;-: _ , , _ 

1. An optical disk data erasing apparatus which is an optical 
disk recording apparatus for writing or reading data in/ from a^^ 
recordable optical disk by irradiating the optical disk with a 
laser beam, said optical disk recording apparatus being connected 
to a host computer through an interface bus, 

said optical disk data erasing apparatus comprising: 

a judgement means for judging as to whether a loaded optical 
- disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an instruction recognition means for recognizing an 
: instruction from the host computer; and 

an erasing means for executing a data erasing process on the 
basis of the instruction; 

wherein said erasing means overwrites the optical disk which 
is judged as a write-once optical disk by the judgement means, by • 
irradiating the optical disk with a laser beam having the same 
recording power as that at recording, thereby erasing data 
recorded on the optical disk. 

2. An optical disk data erasing apparat^ia which is an optical 
disk recording apparatus for writing or reading data in/from a 
recordable optical disk by irradiating the optical disk with a 
laser beam, said optical disk recording apparaLas being connected 
to a host computer through an interface bus, 

said optical disk data erasing apparatus comprising: 



a ' juBgeinent-""rneans::for making-a judgement las ,tp whether a 
ioaded. op^icaJ^disk is a write-once optical disk or nor; 

an instruction recognition means for recognizing an 
instruction from the host computer; and 

an erasing means for executing a data erasing process on the 
basis of the instruction; 

wherein said erasing means overwrites the optical disk which 
is judged as I -write-once optical disk by the judgement means, by 
irradiating the optical disk with a laser beam having a recording 
power higher than that at recording, thereby erasing data 
recorded on the optical disk. 

3. An optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined in Claim 1 
or 2, further comprising: 

a disk recording information acquisition means for acquiring 
disk recording information relating to a data-recorded area or a 
data-unrecorded area of the write-once optical disk, on the basis 
of a disk recording information acquisition instruction which is 
issued by the host computer; 

wherein said erasing means erases data recorded in the data- 
recorded area. 

4. An optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined in Claim 3, 
further comprising: 

a determination means tor determining whether data are 
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recojTcled -on "the .write-^once- opft-cal disk- or not, on the basis of 
j;.he disk reco^^^ information which is obtained by the disk 
recording information acquisition means; 

wherein, when data are recorded on the write-once optical 
disk, said erasing means executes the recorded-data erasing 
process; and - 

when no data are recorded on the optical disk, said 
determina-tion: means returns an error signal to the host computer 
to notify the user that the data erasing process is noL to be 
executed. 

5. ' An optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined in Claim 3 
further comprising: 

a notification means for notifying the user of the disk 
recording information which is obtained by the disk recording 
information acquisition means, through the host computer; and 

an erasing area detection means for detecting, when an 
instruction which specifies a data erasing area is issued from 
the user through the host computer on the basis of the disk 
recording information, an area corresponding to the specified 
data erasing area on the basis of the instruction; 

wherein said erasing means erases the data recorded in the 
erasing area which is detected by the erasing area detection 
means . 
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6. An optical disk-data erasing apparatus as defan^d -ojv^-iadm- 1 =^ 
or 2 further comprising: 

a setting means with which the user sets, through the host 
computer, whether the interface bus is to be occupied or not 
during ej^ecution of the data erasing process; and 

a monitor means for monitoring the data erasing state on the 
basis of a state monitoring instruction which is periodicaiiy 
issued from the host computer, when it is set that the interface 
bus is not to be occupied; 

wherein said host computer is able to execute another process 
during execution of tne data erasing process, when it is set that 
the interface bus is not to be occupied. 

7, An optical disk data erasing apparatus which is an optical 
disk recording apparatus for writing or reading data in/from a 
recordable optical disk by irradiating the optical disk, with a 
laser beam, 

said optical disk data erasing apparatus comprising: 

a first jumper switch setting means for setting ON/OFF of a 
first jumper switch; 

a setting identification means for identifying the setting of 
the first jumper switch; 

a judgement means for making a judgement as to whether a 
loaded optical disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an erasing means for overwriring the wriLe-once optical disk 



^W^^^ r.he optical disk with-.a. laser^ bean. having-^Ke ^ama 

_ recqrding_ power as that at recording,^ccordin^ to^the .ctting of 
the first jumper switch, thereby .rasing ^data recordedTn the 

optical disk; and 

an ejection n^eans for automatically ejecting the optical disk 

alter the data erasing process; 

wherein, when the first jumper switch Is turned ON, suid 
s;.asing means- etarts r.he data erasing operation; and 

when the^flrst jumper switch is OFF or when the judgement 
means judges that the loaded optical disk is not a write-once 
optical d.sK, said ejection means automatically ejects the 
optical disk, and a display means displays that the data erasing 
process is not to be executed on the optica] disk. 

e. An optical disk data erasing apparatus Which is an optical 
disk recording apparatus for writing or reading data in/from a 
recordable optical disk by irradiating the optical disk with a 
laser beam, 

said optical disk data erasing apparatus comprising: 

a first ju^uper switch setting means for setting 0«/OFr of a 

first jumper switch; 

a setting identification means for identifying the setting of 

the first jumper switch; 

a judgemenr. means for making a judgement as to whether a 
loaded optical disk is a wriLe-once optical disk or not; 
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an erasing r,..ns f or -ov^rH^gSIito: 
by irradiating the optical dlsK with ^a=e>^beam having a 
recording power higher than that at recording, according to the 
setting ol the first jumper switch, thereby erasing the data 
recorded on the optical disk; and 

an ejection means for a.tomatioaily ejecting the optical disk 
after the data erasing process; 

wherein, -when the first jumper switch is turned OH, said 
□ erasing means' starts the data erasing operation; and 
< when the first jumper switch is OFF or when the judgement 
means judges that the loaded optical disk is not a wr.te-or.ca 
'I optical disk, said ejection means automatically ejects the 

optical di=k, and display means displays that the data erasing 
3 process is not to be executed on the optical disk. 

I s. «n optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined inClaiml^ 

or 8 further comprising: 

sacking means for checking whether the data erasing 

process has normally ended or not; 

Wherein, wh=n the data erasing process for the write-once 
optical disk has not normally ended, said ejection means 
automatically ejects the optical disk, and said display means 
displays that the data erasing process is not to be executed on 
the optical disk. 
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10. An optical ~d±'s-^fetiata--wasing -^ 9- 

^ further _cpmprising^: 

a second jumper switch setting means for setting ON/OFF of a 
second jumper switch; 

wherein said setting identification means identifies the 
setting of the second j-umper switch; 

when it is identified that the second jumper switch is ON, 
said erasing |ieans executes the data erasing process over the 
entire surface of the optical disk; and 

when it is identified that the second jumper switch is OFF, 
= said erasing means executes the data erasing process on a final 
]^ session. 

O 11. An optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined in claim 7 
M= 3 fvirther comprising: 

a disk recording information acquisition means for acquiring 
information relating to a data-recorded area or a data-unrecorded 
area of the write-once optical disk; 

wherein said erasing means erases recorded data from the 
data-recorded area. 

12 . An optical disk data erasing apparatus as defined in Claim 
11 further comprising: 

a determination means for determining whether data are 
recorded on the write-once optical disk or not, on the basis of 



the '<ii:^ recording information' obt.ained by the disk . recojding 
infomation acquisition 



wherein, when data are recorded on the write-once optical 
disk, said erasing means executes the recorded-data erasing 
process; and 

when no data are recorded on the writc-once optical disk, 
said ejection means automatically ejects the optical disk, and 
the display m^ans displays that the data erasing process is not 
9 to be executed on the optical disk. 



13, An optical disk data erasing method comprising: 

a judgement step of making a judgement as to whether a loaded 
optical disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an instruction recognition step of recognizing an instruction 
from a host computer; and 

a data erasing step of overwriting the optical disk »ha.cti is 
judged as a write-onre optical disk in the judgement step, by 
irradiating the optical disk with a laser >.ea:. having the same 
recording power as that at recording, on the basis of the 
instruction, therel^y erasing d.Ua recorded on the optical disk. 

14 An optical disk data erasing method coiuprislng: 

a judgement step ot making a judgement as to whether a loaded 

optical disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an instruction recognition step of recognizing an instruction 
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- f rora~aTrost"Compv.itf"r; and - - - 

a n er asing step of overwriting the opticai ^^^^ 

judged as a write-once optical disk in the judgement step, by 
irradiating the optical di^k with a laser beam having a recording 
power higher than that at recording, on the basis of the 
instruction, thereby erasing data recorded on the optical disk. 



15. An opticb disk data erasing method as def ined jn^^C]^m 13 ^ 
Sor 14 further comprising: 

f^'^^rdisk recording information acquisition instruction step of 
i issuing a disk recording information acquisition instruction from 
i the host computer; and 

" a disk recording information acquisition step of acquiring 

5 information relating to a data-recorded area or a data-unrecorded 
^ area of the write-once optical disk, on the basis of the disk 
' recording information acquisition instruction; 

wherein data recorded in the data-recorded area are erased in 
the erasing step. 

16. An optical disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 15, 
further comprising: 

a determination ^tep of determining wher.her data are recorded 
cn the write-onca optical di.k or not. on th« basla of tne dis:< 
recording information which is obtained in the disK recording 
information acquisition step; 
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"~ " whersinr-"-when -data -are -recorded on the write-once _oB§^i-P^\^ 
disk/ the recorded data are erased in the erasing step; and 
when no data are recorded on the optical disk, an error 
signal is returned to Lhe host computer in the determination step 
to notify the user that the data erasing process is not to be 
executed oxi the optical disk. 

17. An optida-l disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 15 
further comprising: 

a notification step of notifying the user of the disk 
recording information which is obtained in the disk recording 
information acquisition step, through the host computer; 

an erasing area specification instruction step in which the 
user issues an instruction for specifying a data erasing area, on 
the basis of the disk recording information, through the host 
computer; and 

an erasing area detection step of detecting, from the data- 
recorded area obtained in the disk recording information 
acquisition step, an area corresponding to the specified erasing 
area on the basis of the instruction/ 

wherein data recorded in the erasing area, which is detected 
by the erasing area detection means, are erased in the erasing 
step. 



18. An optical disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 13 
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BF' T4'^furtrher "comprising : - . -^^^^ 

a setting step in which the user sets, through the host 

computer, whether an interface bus is to be occupied or not 

during execution of the data erasing process; 

a monitoring instruction step of periodically issuing an 

erasing state - inoulLoring instruction from the host computer, when 

it is set that the interface bus is not to be occupied; and 

a monitoring step of monitoring the data erasing state on the 

basis of the erasing state monitoring instruction. 

19. An optical disk data erasing method comprising: 

a first jtimper switch setting step of setting ON/OFF of a 
first jumper switch; 

a setting identification step of identifying the setting of 
the first jumper switch; 

a judgement step of making a judgement as to whether a loaded 
optical disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an erasing step of overwriting the write-ox:ice optical disk by 
irradiating the optical disk with a laser beam having the same 
recording power as that at recording, according to the setting of 
the first jumper switch, thereby erasing data recorded on the 
optical disk; and 

an ejection step of automatically ejecting the optical disk 
after the data erasing process; 

wherein, when the first jumper switch is ON, the erasing step 
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Starts the data erasing -ope£atipn;-..and».-.....,-. =-i,i^^J^y 

when the first jumper switch is OFF or when it is judged in 
the iudqement step that the loaded optical disk is not a write- 
once optical disk, the optical disk is automatically ejected in 
the ejection step, and it is displayed, in a display step, that 
the data erasing process is not to be executed on the optical 
disk. 

r - 

■f 20. An optical disk data erasing method comprising: 

a first jumper switch setting step of setting ON/OFF of a 
first jumper switch; 

a setting identification step of identifying the setting of 
the first jumper switch; 

a judgement step of making a judgement as to whether a loaded 
optical disk is a write-once optical disk or not; 

an erasing step of overwriting the write-once optical disk by 
irradiating the optical disk with a laser beam having a recording 
power higher than chat at recording, according to the setting of 
the first jumper switch, thereby erasing data recorded on the 
optical disk; and 

an ejection step of automatically ejecting the optical disk 
after the data erasing process; 

wherein, when the first jumper switch is ON, said erasing 
step starts the erasing operation; and 

when the first jumper switch is OFF or when it is judged in 
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the judgement' fftep-~-tha-t- the- -loaded optical d±s.KAs..MoXia_:y7-r±t&- 
once optical disk, the optical disk is automatically ejected in 
the ejection step, and it is displayed, in a display step, that 
the data erasing process is not to be executed on the optical 
disk. 

21. An. optical disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 19 
or 20 further Tcompri sing : 

a checking step of checking whether the data erasing process 
has ended norTnally or not; 

wherein, when the data erasing procesa lor the write-once 
optical disk has not ended normally, the optical disk is 
automatically ejected in the ejection step, and it is displayed, 
in the display step, that the data erasing process is not to be 
executed on the optical disk. 

22. An optical disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 21 
further comprising: 

a second jumper switch setting step of setting ON/OFF of a 
second jumper switch; 

wherein the setting of the second jumper switch is identified 
in the setting identification step; 

when it is identified that the second jumper switch is ON, 
the data erasing process is executed over the entire surface of 
the optical disk in the erasing step; and 



54 



°^''-wbre^n*"it-"is i rtent-i-f ied that the -.second-, jumper .switch -is Off,^ 
the data erasing process is executed on a final session in the 
erasing step. 

23. An optical disk data erasing method as defined in Claim 19___ 
^or^^^^^further' comprising: 

a disk recording information acquisition step of acquiring 

information D?e-lating to a data-recorded area or a data-unrecorded 

f 

area of the write-once optical disk/ 

wherein data recorded in the data-recorded area are erased in 
the erasing step. 

24. An optical disk data erasing J^ethod as defined in claim 23 
further comprising: 

a determination step of determining whether data are recorded 
on the write-once optical disk or not, on the basis of the disk 
recording information obtained in the disk recording information 
acquisition step; 

wherein, when data are recorded on the write-once optical 
disk, the recorded data are erased in the erasing step; and 

when no data are recorded on the write-once optical disk, the 
optical disk is automatically ejected in the ejection step, and 
it is displayed, in the display step, that the data erasing 
process is not to be executed on the optical disk. 



